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beauty. Exquisite as these Stories are, and they
are the oldest Stories in the world, they are but
parables, containing, like the casket, treasures of
even greater worth. They are the Word of God
and their hidden wisdom could be disclosed only
by one to whom the Lord made it known.

It is not surprising that Swedenborg was soon
writing about what he had heard and seen in the
spiritual world. If nothing is known of the life
of the angels and the nature of heaven, the deeper
wisdom in the Scripture Stories cannot be under-
Stood. Almost at the beginning of the A.rcana,
therefore, he began to describe the world into which
man comes when the body has died. For the first
time for thousands of years, the long-forgotten
truth about life after death was again being made
known and the wonders of the Lord's heavenly
kingdom were being declared in simple language
and in the clear, bold type of John Lewis's printing
press. Once these great volumes were distributed
in the homes and libraries of those who could
understand and accept their teaching, the great
truth of man's immortality would never again
be loSi.

Before long, there were a few scattered men who
came across these books, purchased them and knew
that they contained the truth. These readers, at
times, wrote to Swedenborg, telling him of the joy